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The proposal reimagines Jacobs Wells Baths as a creative hub for 
the youth in Bristol. An open, accessible third space connecting 
Jacobs Wells and its wider creative network. Retaining the 
historic halls, it introduces flexible spaces for making, movement, 
and gathering. The project restores the building as vital civic 
infrastructure, enabling young people to participate, create, and 
shape a shared urban culture while breathing new life into the 
much-loved gem of Hotwells .
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The new layout begins at the South Wing where a new cafe acts as a 
transitional space, removing subconscious barriers and allows pe-
destrians to wander into the building. 
The Pump room is converted into an exhibition hall where the under-
serviced arts community can hire the space for exhibition(with ac-
commodations made for film screening as well) 

The first-floor mezzanine level connects the South Studio and 
Pump Room to the Main Studio. The second floor houses a 
new addition above the existing water tanks, expanding the 
variety of hireable event spaces. Existing tank will be refur-
bished and continue to provide spring water to Jacobs Wells 
Baths.
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Addressing access by improving crossing 
for pedestrians, slowing 
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Zoning strategy and proposed alternative 
reception invites intrigue into the activi-
ties for the community to engage in.
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The South Wing retains significant heritage 
elements: original water tanks, ventilation 
features, pipework, cornices and roof trusses 
give medium to very high historical, evidential 
and aesthetic value.The Former women’s bath 
areas hold very high communal value. Later 
blockwork, rooflights, partitions, ramps and 
stairs reduce legibility and contribute low to 
negligible significance, while the curved plinth 
remains of unknown value.

Main Studio

Pool Basin

Circulation Routes

Key

Voids/overhead

Pumproom

South Studio

North Studio

Admin

Inaccessible

Jacobs Wells Road Jacobs Wells Road Jacobs Wells Road

Roof terrace constructed 
over exiting tanks 
providing continued 
access to water from the 
wells.

Pumproom converted 
into a flexible 
exhibition hall and 
event space


